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prosecutors to pursue hate-crime cases if local
authorities refuse to press charges.

Unfortunately, hate violence is becoming an
all too common occurrence in our commu-
nities. That an individual could be so filled with
rage for his or her fellow human being is un-
thinkable—but it has happened in small towns
and big cities across this nation and it will con-
tinue to happen, until and unless we stand up
to bigotry and hate by ensuring that the civil
rights of all people are protected. The ex-
panded Hate Crimes legislation that was in-
cluded in the Senate Defense Authorization
bill was just that kind of tool.

The defeat of expanded hate crimes legisla-
tion ignores overwhelming public support for
this critical civil rights legislation. Since 1998
when an African American man was tied to
the back of a truck and dragged to death by
white supremacists in Jasper, Texas, several
high profile hate crimes have continued to
shock our country, including a hate based kill-
ing spree that profoundly touched my commu-
nity during July 4th celebrations in 1999.

I am proud to represent one of the most di-
verse districts in America and I will continue to
stand with my constituents against bigotry and
hate and actively work to expand and improve
the federal Hate Crimes law. We cannot and
we should not leave Washington without en-
suring that the civil rights of all Americans are
honored and protected.
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EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE BRUCE VENTO,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

SPEECH OF

HON. NYDIA M. VELA
´
ZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2000

Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, yesterday

the House of Representatives lost one of our
most respected members and the nation lost
a lifelong advocate for the homeless and the
environment. A true public servant, BRUCE
VENTO used his seat in Congress for 24 years
to champion programs to eliminate homeless-
ness, increase funding for community invest-
ment and economic development, and, of
course, to protect our environment.

I had the privilege of serving with BRUCE
VENTO on the Banking Committee, where he
worked tirelessly to establish the emergency
shelters grant program, preserve the Federal
Housing Authority, provide increased funding
for community development programs, and en-
sure adequate consumer protection. Those
who live in low-income communities, the poor,
and the homeless, may not have high-priced
lobbyists advocating for them, but they did
have BRUCE VENTO. Through his work, he
gave a voice to Americans who too often go
unheard.

Yesterday, we lost a friend and a colleague.
But those Americans whose lives BRUCE
VENTO worked so hard to improve lost an ad-
vocate and a voice.

My thoughts are with the Vento family, and
his constituents in Minnesota. I and the other
Members of this body who were fortunate to
work with him over the years will miss him
greatly.
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this past Monday
morning this country lost a great individual, a
true pioneer in the Hispanic movement as well
as in the movement of women in organized
labor.

I speak of Linda Chavez-Rodriguez. Daugh-
ter of the great Cesar Chavez, founder of the
United Farm Workers Union (UFW), and wife
of current UFW president, Arturo Rodriguez.

She began her career at age 11, when she
worked in the fields and vineyards to help sup-
port her family. She continued her efforts by
joining walkouts in 1973 when the California
grape workers went on strike. Earning as little
as $3 a week as a farm worker, she often
wondered how her family would survive.

As her father’s popularity grew, and growers
became more aware of his efforts, strong re-
percussions were felt by the family members.
During high school her education was threat-
ened and other students taunted her sisters
and her for defending what was moral and
just. They were misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. Fellow students believed them to be
well off and have many luxuries. Growing up
in an extremely worn two bedroom, one bath
wood-frame house with 10 family members is
not what I call living in luxury.

After high school, Linda’s dedication to labor
continued through her volunteer work for the
UFW, by helping farm workers obtain their
union cards and keep their files in order. Soon
after that, she followed in her father’s foot-
steps by joining thousands of grape workers in
California when they shut down the fields in a
bloody strike against the growers. In Detroit
she picketed in freezing snow with fire hoses
being turned on them, and yet they still fought
for what was right. She also made another
change in Detroit she met her husband, Arturo
Rodriguez.

For the next 14 years, Linda worked along
side her husband throughout California. The
family fought hard to continue her father’s leg-
acy and dedication. Avoiding any type of lime-
light, she stayed close to her family and con-
tinued her work.

In 1990 her family moved back to La Paz
where she continued to raise her son and two
daughters. After many years of putting her
own pain aside, the Lord felt that it was
Linda’s time to rest.

She leaves a proud legacy and a wonderful
family behind. She will never be forgotten.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
recognize one of my constituents and very
dear friends, Mary Louise Quigg Caldwell
Plumer, of Miami, Florida, who will be cele-
brating her 80th birthday on October 21st,
2000.

Mary was born October 21, 1920 in Live
Oak, Florida. Her parents moved to Miami
when she was 6 years of age, where she was
educated and graduated from Ponce de Leon
High School in 1938. She served as editor of
the school newspaper and was awarded the
Woman’s Club Cup as the ‘‘Most Outstanding
Girl.’’ Mary continued her education at the
Florida State College for Woman (FSCW), be-
coming a member of the Sophomore Council,
the Cotillion Club and the Pi Beta Phi Sorority.
She graduated from FSCW in 1940 and trans-
ferred to the University of North Carolina in
Chapel Hill, where she was awarded the Val-
kyrie Cup as the most outstanding Coed of the
University, graduating in 1942.

Moving to Atlanta, Georgia in 1942, she
worked as the publicity director for radio sta-
tion WSB. She returned to Miami and contrib-
uted to the War effort by working for the Red
Cross as staff assistant to the Army Air Corps
Redistribution Unit in Miami Beach were she
met her husband to be, Naval Lt. Commander
Richard B. Plumer. He was graduated from
Miami High School, Philips Exeter Academy
and Princeton University summa cum laude.

Mary raised 4 children and became actively
involved in many worth-while community
projects. Among her accomplishments, she
brilliantly led a committee to build the All Faith
Chapel at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 1973,
5 years after her daughter died there. She has
had articles published in The Miami Herald
and Reader’s Digest. She was awarded the
M.O.M. Cup in 2000 as the Most Outstanding
Mother. She also earned a prestigious ref-
erence in Who’s Who of American Women.

I want to join Mary’s family and friends in
wishing her a wonderful celebration and many
more happy and healthy birthdays.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, tonight is a

night that many people in Detroit look forward
to all year long. Tonight is the Season ‘‘Home
Opener’’ in Hockeytown. The Detroit Red
Wings open their 75th season, tonight at Joe
Louis Arena. The Red Wings, in their 75 years
in Detroit, have become more than just a
sports team in our hometown, they are a part
of the community. There is a reason that De-
troit is known as Hockeytown, and it isn’t sim-
ply our love for the team. Hockey is a part of
our lives in Detroit. Many Detroiters remember
their first pickup games played on a neighbor-
hood pond with their childhood friends. Our
children, with the invention of rollerblades,
now play street hockey year round in our
neighborhood streets and driveways, or any-
where else they can find a smooth surface. It’s
not simply our climate, which is conducive to
hockey, nor is it our proximity to Canada, the
origin of the game, it’s partly our attitude, and
part our love for the game. But a large part of
the reason we are known as Hockeytown is
the fact that the Red Wings have helped
shape Detroit for the past 75 years.

The Red Wings began in the early 1920’s
with a group of investors led by Detroiter
Charles Hughes. He convinced the Detroit
Athletic Club to create a new team for the Na-
tional Hockey League. They began playing in
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Olympia Stadium in 1927, and played there
until 1979, when they moved to Joe Louis
Arena on Detroit’s waterfront. The Detroit Red
Wings are known in the NHL, as part of an
elite group, ‘‘The Original 6’’. The ‘‘Original 6’’
were the 6 teams in the NHL that played dur-
ing World War II, when men and finances
were devoted to the War effort. Being a part
of the ‘‘Original 6’’ has brought much pride
and prestige to the Red Wings.

Through their 75 years in Detroit they have
earned 9 Stanley Cups, and numerous
League Championships. We were most fortu-
nate this last decade to have had a dynasty in
Detroit, winning two Stanley Cups and cap-
turing the President’s Trophy for winning most
games in a season twice, setting a new NHL
record, in 1995.

We have had winning seasons and losing
seasons, but through it all we have been fortu-
nate to have the Red Wings as a part of our
community and I want to thank the Red
Wings, and their owner, Mr. Mike Illitch, for
their commitment to Detroit. I want to con-
gratulate them for 75 years in our great city,
and I want to wish them luck this year in their
quest for the cup. Go Wings!
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the mission and accomplishments
of the coalition on Domestic Violence on the
occasion of their benefit banquet which is
being held today at the Bint Jebail Cultural
Center in Dearborn, Michigan.

The Coalition on Domestic Violence was
formed in 1997 to provide cultural-sensitive
services to the community served by the Arab
Community Center for Economic and Social
Services (ACCESS). Recognizing that domes-
tic violence impacts the very fabric of daily life
by impairing the education of children, reduc-
ing productivity in the workplace, and denying
freedom and security to victims and non-vic-
tims alike, ACCESS feels strongly that there
needs to be a coordinated community ap-
proach to stop the violence. Many organiza-
tions including law enforcement, healthcare
and educational institutions have pulled to-
gether to raise awareness about the problem
and develop culturally relevant education pro-
grams.

It is certainly appropriate that the Coalition
on Domestic Violence chose October, which is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, to host
their banquet which is entitled ‘‘Facing Domes-
tic Violence: A Community Stands Together.’’
They are featuring presentations by two very
well-known women with important and unique
perspectives on this issue. Camelia Anwar
Sadat, the daughter of the late Egyptian Presi-
dent and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient Anwar
Sadat and his first wife, Ekbal, will share her
valuable insights as a survivor of domestic vio-
lence. Denise Brown, sister of Nicole Brown
Simpson, has committed herself to improving
the lives of women and children by speaking
out on the issue of domestic violence. It is ex-

citing that they will be in Michigan to share
their stories.

Domestic violence cuts across ethnic lines,
socioeconomic classes and religious back-
grounds which makes it essential that we all
work together to prevent it from causing more
suffering. The Coalition on Domestic Violence
is a wonderful example of what can be accom-
plished through a coordinated effort. I com-
mend them for their excellent work and hope
that they have a successful and educational
banquet.
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Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent Friday, October 6, 2000, and
Tuesday, October 10, 2000, and as a result,
missed rollcall votes 514 through 521. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on
rollcall vote 514, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 515,
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 516, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote
517, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 518, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall
vote 519, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 520, and ‘‘yes’’
on rollcall vote 521.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to pay tribute to one of Kansas City, Mis-
souri’s most successful companies. This year
the Hanna Rubber Company will celebrate 75
years as one of the nation’s leading distribu-
tors of quality industrial rubber products and
as a corporate leader in our community.

In 1925, after their service in World War I,
brothers J.C. and R.J. Hanna returned home
to Kansas City, Missouri. Together the two
brothers pooled their savings to form a part-
nership and a business they named Hanna
Rubber Company. The Hanna brothers began
their new business to fulfill the demand for fast
service on select industrial rubber products.
J.C. Hanna, now deceased, once reflected on
those days when ‘‘we only had one desk, an-
swered the phone ourselves, and R.J. would
make up the orders, and I would hop the
street cars to make the deliveries.’’

Today James B. Vandergrift, President of
Hanna Rubber Company, is in charge of the
operations and success of the Hanna Rubber
Company. Under James Vandergrift’s tenure
with Hanna, he has been responsible for rais-
ing the company from the ashes of almost a
decade ago when the company’s head-
quarters suffered a three-alarm blaze that left
little but a few company records kept in a fire-
proof safe. On the very same day of this dev-
astating event, Mr. Vandergrift installed phone
lines in the basement of his home and with
the help of his staff he was able to keep the
company’s operations going throughout this
ordeal. Due to the extreme damage the facili-
ties suffered, one week later the company
would say goodbye to its historic headquarters

on Main Street and move into its current of-
fices a few blocks away. The new location
would prove to be a blessing in disguise for
the company as it provided more space, ena-
bling Hanna Rubber to add new product lines
to in turn increase its customer base.

Hanna Rubber has experienced tremendous
success since the devastating fire in 1991. In
1999 the company had $8 million dollars in
sales, with this year’s sales projected to reach
$10 million. The company now encompasses
a large regional, national, and international
customer base which includes clients such as:
Hallmark Cards, General Motors, Ford Motor
Company, and Trans World Airlines. During
recent debates in Congress on trade policy, I
was proud to use Hanna Rubber Company as
an example of a Midwestern company that
has benefited from progressive trade policy
initiatives. Hanna Rubber Company’s pros-
perity can be attributed to their standard of ex-
cellence in the service they provide their cus-
tomers, employees, and suppliers. James
Vandergrift truly believes that the cultivation of
positive people relationships at Hanna Rubber
Company has been a key to their past accom-
plishments and future ambitions.

The founding spirit of the Hanna Brothers
continues on today in the hearts and minds of
Hanna Rubber Company employees who are
dedicated to quality, service, long hours, hard
work, and commitment to excellence. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in saluting the Hanna
Rubber Company for 75 years of service to
our community and the world market.
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Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, my colleague,
Mr. CLYBURN and I rise today to take a mo-
ment and recognize Mr. Lonnie Thompson,
President of SOPAKCO of Mullins, SC, which
has facilities in each of our congressional dis-
tricts.

Mr. Thompson was recently presented the
Colonel Merton Singer Award for outstanding
contributions to the Department of Defense.
The Colonel Singer Award is the Research &
Development Associates for Military Food &
Packaging Systems, Inc. (R&DA) most pres-
tigious award for industry. He was selected for
this award based on his significant accom-
plishments in the area of supporting U.S.
forces in all locations throughout the world. He
has led his company to improve the quality
and contents of Meals Ready to Eat (MRE),
Unitized Group Rations, and other specialized
rations. His leadership has placed SOPAKCO
into the forefront of supporting military forces.

SOPAKCO was founded in 1943 to package
military rations for Allied troops during World
War II. Today, SOPAKCO’s Packaging divi-
sion serves military, humanitarian and non-
military organizations around the world.
SOPAKCO Packaging maintains and operates
a packaging plant in Mullins, South Carolina,
and a food processing facility in Bennettsville,
South Carolina.
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